gO          .FAITHS, FAIRS, AND FESTIVALS.
the Hindu " New Year's Day " and falls on the date
on which the Sun enters the sign Aries, either the
latter part of Chait or early in Baisakh. Bathing in
the Ganges and other sacred rivers is propitious^
Sattu (meal of parched gram) and a water-pitcher
should be given to Brahmans for the benefit of pitra or
manes (deceased ancestors); shoes and umbrellas may
likewise be bestowed. In order to divert any evil
which the New Year may bring, it is necessary to
take a bath in water, mixed with dhatura (datura,
fastuosa, or thorn apple) seeds and medicines, just
at the time when the sun is entering Aries; the
precise moment can be ascertained by floating two
petals of a fresh rose in a basin of water, "for they
move towards one another and come into contact
at the exact instant 1
The day is not sacred to any special deity, but
nevertheless pious Hindus visit the temples of their
favourite gods, and in the evening the calendar
of the new year is read out and expounded by
Brahmans, Gala dress is worn and the* day passed
in merriment, but the company of women and the
use of oil and meat should be eschewed. As a
charm against snake-bite, masur (ervum lens, a pulse)
and two neem leaves may be eaten.
On the Konkafc or Malabar Coast in the Bombay
Presidency there are" great festivities on this day ;
gifts are presented by the heads of families to the
various members, and all valuables are collected
ia the room devoted to the family god and there
worshipped.